gg           FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS.

texts.   The Brabmans are feasted during the days
of the ceremonv

The Month of Asvin or Asoj.
Pitra Pafcsna ami Amavasya. An Amavasya
(also called Ama and Darsa Tithi) is the last day
of the dark or waning fortnight of a lunar month,
and is considered by the Hindus to be specially set
apart for the performance of ceremonies in honour
of departed ancestors. It is the " conjunction " of
the sun and moon, or the ides of the month.
Of aH Am&vasyas the chief day is Mdhalaya,
the 15th or last day of the moonless fortnight of
Knar or Asvin. The preceding fortnight is called
.Pitra Pakska. (ancestors* fortnight). Every day
thereof is sacred, and ceremonies are then performed
daily in honour of the deceased. Whatever day
erf the moon a man died, the same day of that
fortnight may be observed as his srdddh, for which
there are special rites.
According to the Shastras, spirits of the departed
leave their abode and come to this world during
these two weeks in Asvin to receive the worship
and homage of their descendants. Spirits of
ancestors are usually worshipped beforeTall import-
ant domestic ceremonies, for they are believed to
be stffl hovering about their own families, Only
those worship them* however, who have lost their
fathers, for the spirits cannot pass through mortals
to "affect thefa children.